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 Editors Column  
                               Nate Mathews  
 
 

 H i everyone, I hope you are all having a 
great season so far! I have heard good things from 
our members who have been doing well catching 
lots of game. Especially the apprentices who are 
really doing a good job of finding the quarry for 
their birds. All the birds that I saw at the fall meet 
did well. Below is an email from a German 
falconer that was sent to Randy. I thought it 
would be neat to publish as it shows some of the 
International interest in our region. 
 
 Dear Mr. Carr 
 
First I want you to excuse me for my bad English. 
I hope, it will work. I’m a female German 
falconer, who practiced, a little time ago, hawking 
with a goshawk. Mostly for rabbits, with the help 
of tame domestic pole-cats. Now, sadly, my 
business (I will be studying veterinary medicine 
next year and therefore I’m on the "second school 
way for adults" at an evening school) don’t have 
enough time for it. I was curious if it was possible 
to hunt prairie dogs in an effective way? I’m 
sorry; I’ve don’t have much information about 
American wildlife. In a German pet-internet-
forum this question came up, while a few people, 
including me, talk about the theme "Hunting" 
with very opposite opinions. Some German lady 
with a prairie-dog-problem in Kansas appeared, (I 
think, she has a part of her family there and land) 
and told everybody about the hard struggle, the 
farmers had to fight often against prairie dogs, 
and that she is looking desperately for a way, to 
fight the prairie dogs without the regular use of 
poison. She asked this again and again too some 
militant hunting foes and it was very funny for me 
to see. She herself seems to be an animal friend, 
but with the head already on the right place, not 
only the heart speaking. :)) Of course, my first 
idea was HAWKING!!! But I don’t have much 
USA information for her, if it’s possible in this 
case and useful too. She was interested, to get 
further information so I posted her Link to your 
website, with the suggestion to ask you. 
I don’t know, how serious the lady or her 
 

family is, and really wants to fight prairie-
dogs in Kansas with the help of falconers, 
But, maybe, she will contact you, and, of 
course, I’m very curious too, what comes up 
from the story, and if hawking can be a 
useful answer to the problem. 
Yours, sincerely  
 
Miss  
Kathrin Grüning 
 
I corresponded a few times with her and 
explained the difficulties that are in hawking 
these little burrowing devils. I told her that 
in some area of Kansas they even run all 
over the Cities. (Example: Hutchinson) I 
told her that they probably could be car 
hawked in these areas. But has anyone ever 
tried this? I can think of 2 things that may be 
wrong with this. The first being they are a 
type under ground squirrel, and squirrels 
BITE! The second, I think that they may be 
protected? On that, I’m not sure. So I think 
we will leave them to the badgers, and long 
range predator rifles! :)  
 

 
2006 Dues are due 

                                             

     I t is now a new year and 
according to our club bylaws, dues 
are to be paid in January each year. 
Dues are beginning to trickle in. 
Thank you to those who have already 
paid for 2006. For those who haven’t 
paid, please send your dues to: 
 
Nate Mathews 
128 Circle Drive 
Wichita, KS 67218 
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2006 Mid Winter Meet 
 

                                

 
              ur spring meet this year will be held in the 
Great Bend / Ellinwood area again to take 
advantage of the last weekend of extended falconry 
season for low planes duck season.  We will be 
staying at the Lyons Inn in Lyons Kansas the 
weekend of March 9th, 10th, & 11th. Lyons is 
between McPherson and Great Bend on Highway 
56.  Each of you will be responsible to make your 
own motel reservations.  They are located at 817 
W. Main and their phone number is (1-800 220-
9393).  Their rates are as follows. 
1 person 1 bed = $45.95 per night 
2 persons 1 bed =  $49.95 per night 
2 persons 2 beds = $53.95 per night 
Additional people are $3.00 each per night 
 
There is a restaurant next door to the Lyons Inn 
called the “Ranch House” that opens at 6:00am.   
Those staying at the Lyons Inn should plan to meet 
at the restaurant Saturday morning and we can 
caravan to Tim Kimmels house around 8:00am to 
start planning the hunting activities.   
 
“DIRECTIONS to Tim’s house” Coming west on 
highway 56, go 7 miles past Chase Ks. to 160th 
ave. (This is one mile west of the Silica grain 
elevator on the north side of 56).   Turn North (it’s 
a paved blacktop road) and go 5 miles to N.E. 40th 
road and turn right (East) and go ½ mile.  Tim’s 
farmhouse is on the North side of the road.  We 
may have some new members and Visitors show up 
at this meet so I would hope everyone will go out 
of their way a little to make it an enjoyable and  
 
 

 

 

eventful experience for them.  If you plan to stay 
at the motel Friday or Saturday nights or both 
you might send me an e-mail and let me know so 
we can coordinate things. 
(etan68@hotmail.com) 
 
 
Keep in mind that Saturday 3/10/05 is the last 
day for waterfowl, see below. 
 
Falconry Information Season: 

 High Plains Extended Season: None 

Early Zone Extended Season: Feb. 17-March 
10, 2006  

Late Zone Extended Season: Feb. 17-March 
10, 2006 

 Daily Bag Limit: No more than three migratory 
birds, including coot, dove, rail, crow, snipe, 
woodcock, and any migratory species -- in 
combination such as one dove, one duck, and 
one woodcock or three doves. (Falconers may 
not exceed other limits on migratory birds. Be 
sure to check bag limits in this summary.) 

2. 
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Randy’s Ramblin’s 
                    KANSAS HAWKING CLUB 

Mid-Winter Meet 2006 

   

 

W 
 ell it’s been just over a week since the club 

had our mid-winter meet in the Wichita area.  I figured 
that I had better write this article before very many 
more of my brain cells died and I would have lost the 
account all together.  This year’s meet was pretty much 
patterned after last years meet with those attending 
meeting at the Great Plains Nature center at 8:00 
Saturday morning.  When 8:00 actually rolled around, 
there were around a dozen people in the parking lot, 
mostly folks who were not members but came to see 
some “hawkin’”.  I was the only one present at that 
time that actually had a bird to fly and I must say I was 
becoming a little nervous about the situation.  But 
shortly thereafter several others showed up with birds 
and all was well again.  I’m not going to try to identify 
everyone who attended but will give some of the 
names as the article goes along.  I would undoubtedly 
forget someone and to be honest I don’t remember all 
of their names anyway.  Just running the faces through 
my head I can come up with around 22 people who 
attended.  Before I go any further I would like to thank 
Bill Brooks for once again sharing his famous honey 
hole hunting ground with the club.  This was a life 
saver because it produced numerous bunnies to be 
chased and all four of the birds flown were successful 
in catching one.  The first bird flown was Tommy 
Kinsch’s redtail who up till that morning hadn’t caught 
any wild game.  The bird never passed up a chance to 
chase whatever was flushed and connected on I believe 
the fourth rabbit it chased.  I was impressed at the 
effort the little guy put into the first three chases too.  
The second bird flown was Matt Avidan’s tiercel 
Harris’ hawk “Julio”.  That hunt took all of around 5 
minutes.  Julio is a very seasoned game hawk and very 
efficient.  Next I flew my female Harris’ “Lolita”.  To 
be honest I was very disappointed in the effort she was 
displaying 
 

 compared to the way she has been flying this 
season, but none the less she caught one on a long 
chase and didn’t bring too much disgrace to us.  
David Goodwin was next up in the batters box and 
flew his Redtail.  The bird was still recovering from 
an earlier injury caused when it hit a tree during a 
chase, but had plenty of heart and after a number of 
good chases was able to snag a bunnie.  This was 
the last bird available to fly on rabbits so most of 
the group went back to the Great planes nature 
center to order Pizza and spend some quality time 
socializing and getting to meet the new folks who 
showed up to learn about the sport of hawking.  The 
crowd had thinned out quite a bit when we went out 
for the afternoon hunt in Paul’s territory around 
Colwich.  We were able to fly three birds, Paul’s 
tiercel Redtail, Matt’s Harris’, and My Harris.  
Matt’s bird caught a rabbit but the other two struck 
out.  All in all I would have to say that 5 head of 
game out of 7 flights was pretty respectable.   I 
wasn’t present for the Sunday part of the meet, but 
after a bit of snooping to get the info I needed to 
complete this article, there were around nine or so 
folks that showed up at Bills spot around 9:00am 
Sunday morning.  David Goodwin flew his Redtail 
and again was successful at catching another rabbit.  
Randy Sasher then flew his new Redtail which I 
understand flew very well, but failed to connect to 
any quarry.  If anyone else flew a bird I haven’t 
been appraised of it and I apologize if I left anyone 
out.  I’m not sure my bird will be available for the 
next meet in the Great Bend area since Matt is 
going to use her in his first attempt at breeding 
Harris’ Hawks.  I’m pretty sure I witnessed Lolita 
giving Julio a wink at the meet, so I think they’ll get 
along fine. 
 
Randy Carr   
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International Export 
 

-Nate Mathews 
 

 How many of you have looked at the IBR bird 
mart in Europe and drooled over the large amount 
of birds that are up for sale to falconers? I have 
always wondered what the requirements are for 
one of those birds to be shipped to the US. Below 
is a little explanation of how it works from one of 
the emails from a German falconer. 
 
 Hello Nate, 
I’m back with some more information, but sorry, I 
could get it again only for Germany, not for the 
other EU countries. The breeder told me, the 
export to non EU countries from Germany goes 
like this: 
 
The breeder has to send you the dates and, if 
needed, the CITES (maybe in copy, don’t know) 
for the bird, you choose. Then you have to ask 
your local bureau (I think that means Denver, in 
your case) for an Import permit. This Import 
permit you have to send back to Germany to the 
breeder, so he can use it, to get the Export permit 
for the bird from the bureau in Bonn, Germany. In 
some case, if the German breeder is owner of an 
official-cites-registrated, commercial breeding 
station, (for hybrid falcons, maybe) the whole 
procedure will be a little bit easier and no import 
permit has to show at first for the exporting bureau 
in Germany, but it relays to from the WA status of 
the bird. For goshawks, for example, there can be 
no such official CITES stations, because the bird 
needs other papers. 
Private-, Goshawk- and Hobby breeders had to 
take the whole nerve killing act. He told me also, 
that, from his knowledge, there’s no export limit at 
this time due to the Asian-virus, but that may 
change, nobody here knows. 
If we imported to Germany, there is a four week  
 

veterinary quarantine for each bird from a non EU 
country in an official Quarantine station needed. In 
some cases, it can be legally canceled; by 
carrying/transporting the bird by the owner himself 
on the flight, but it only works if the bird is being 
accompanied by a person. But, that last thing is for 
German import; maybe the USA has other 
veterinary limits here. The address, for asking that, 
must be Denver again. One thing left to say is, that 
it is not possible to get legal wild birds from nature 
here and to import them, only breed birds, but I'm 
sure, you know. If you have more questions, you 
can contact me again for that, even if you like some 
more, other breeder addresses in Germany, or 
something like that. 
He commercially breeds Goshawks (buteoides, but 
I’m sorry, NO albidus :))), peregrines, and 
Gyr/saker- hybrid falcons (even from time to time 
black ones) He also is the local head in our country 
part of the German falconry association 
DFO: 
 
Ulf Voss 

 
Below is Tommy’s red tail on a Rabbit at the mid 
winter meet. 
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