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hope you are all well into the

unting season and keeping your freezers
stocked full of fresh game. I have heard
that this is a good season so far by many.
Others seem to be having a hard time
locating game especially rabbits, it never
ceases to amaze me how many bunnies [
see in the spring. Then by this time of
year they are all gone. Since I do most of
my hunting in the city and surrounding
areas | have figured it out. The rabbits
stay above ground during the spring, and
then move into the sewer systems for the
winter with the rats. Smart little devils!
I'm just kidding. However there are
always lots of crows and ducks in the
area. These are my favorite quarry,
especially crows right now. [ am training

another passage coopers to hunt them.

Last season [ was blessed with a nice laid
back female who proved to be fearless,
and a spectacular hunter. She now resides
in Missouri. | named my current new
passage female “Tink.” Tink is a very
“special” bird. By “special” I mean she
has mental problems. I have had her
approximately a month and she still bates
and hangs. Regardless of this she is
finally starting to act like a natural
hunter. I have found that to get a passage
cooper to hunt crows requires a large
amount of patience and humility. At
times I am literally nerve vs. nerve with
her. And it requires many baggies to
build up the confidence level required for
the bird to commit. I bring up the topic of
the accipiters because I always run in to
the same physical problem with my

and that is tail protection. I have tried
everything imaginable. 1 have tried
everything from paper and paperclips to
sewing a durable fabric and putting
Velcro in it. I have now found a decent
way to protect the bird’s tail with a
relatively easy installation method. I cut
a piece of thin plastic sheeting big
enough to wrap around her tail. 1 went
to Wal-Mart and bought self adhesive
Velcro. I cut this into (2) 1/4“ strips as
long as her tail. And stuck them on the
plastic to make an open/close Velcro
cone to cover her tail. I ordered the tail
transmitter mounting kit from Marshall
and bingo, it works! If anyone has any
other ideas on other tail guards please let
me know. I am always trying to get
better at protecting those matchstick thin
feathers!

Example of Plastic/Velcro tail guard.

.Disadvantages of this method include

-Rubbing damage to the outside
right tail feathers.

-Difficult installation on the bird.
(However, this can be avoided by
installing while the bird is on a baggie
or a kill)






